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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

TAX REFORM HEARING

LD 1088, Rep. John Piotti’s proposal to modernize the tax laws and provide tax reform is scheduled for public hearing on April 2 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 127 of the State House.  The Taxation Committee is expecting many individuals to attend the public hearing, and it is the only bill scheduled to be heard by the Committee that day.  The bill seeks to reduce Maine’s top income tax rate from the current 8.5% to 6.5% by making a number of other changes in the tax code.  These include proposing to increase the tax on prepared meals and lodging, to expand the current sales tax to amusement and recreational items, to expand the current sales tax to certain services such as rental of living quarters, transmission and distribution of electricity, sales of extended service contract on automobiles, sales of prepaid calling services and others.  It does not seek to tax professional services, or other personal services such as hair dressers or barbers.

The bill is certain to be a touch-point for robust discussions and deliberations by the Legislature.

COMMISSION ON INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES INTRODUCED
LD 1132 proposes to establish the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services and is sponsored by Sen. Barry Hobbins and co-sponsored by 22 legislators.  The bill proposes to establish a new commission on indigent legal services, as an independent commission with the purpose to provide efficient, high-quality representation to indigent criminal defendants, juvenile defendants, and children and parents in child protective cases.  The bill is currently pending reference to a Committee, which is expected to be accomplished on March 31, the next time the House and Senate convene for session.  The bill is also expected to have a public hearing scheduled for mid-April.
UPCOMING ISSUES

· LD 391 (clarify adverse possession) – Public Hearing March 31, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 438 of the State House.

· LD 567 (victims of domestic violence) – Public Hearing April 1, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 436 of the State House.

· LD 615 (appraisal in eminent domain) – Public Hearing April 2, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 438 of the State House.

· LD 882 (modernize Maine’s courts) – Public Hearing April 7, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 438 of the State House.

· LD 962 (protect family care givers) – Public Hearing April 3, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 438 of the State House.

· LD 1039 (advance directives) – Public Hearing April 7, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 438 of the State House.

For the status of other issues of interest, please review the attached Legislative Database.
LEGISLATIVE DATABASE

An updated Legislative Database is attached to this Weekly Report for your information.  It contains any newly introduced bills that we have identified of interest to the MSBA, along with updated status listings of previously introduced bills.

As always, please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions:

Pattie Aho at 207-622-6311 or paho@piereatwood.com
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