
Table of Contents 
2010 District Court Bench Bar Conference 

 MSBA Page # 
 

  
Page 1 of 1 

1. Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services ......................................................................................................... 1-1 
 Public Law 2009, ch. 419, the legislation that created the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services.................. 1-3 
 Standards for Qualifications of Assigned Counsel ....................................................................................................... 1-11 
 A copy of the application that attorneys must file to become eligible to receive assignments after July 1, 2010 ........ 1-14 
 A portion of the recent report of the Advisory Committee on the Rules of Criminal Procedure ................................ 1-16 
 Blank Note Pages.......................................................................................................................................................... 1-27 

John D. Pelletier, Esq. 
 
2. A Day in the Life of a District Court Judge................................................................................................................ 2-1 

Blank Note Pages............................................................................................................................................................ 2-3 

The Hon. Paul A. Cote Jr. 
The Hon. Beth Dobson 
The Hon. Christine Foster 
The Hon. Keith A. Powers 
The Hon. Susan A. Sparaco 
The Hon. Kevin L. Stitham 
The Hon. Ralph L. Tucker 
 
3. 30+ Gems in 60 Minutes ............................................................................................................................................... 3-1 
 Blank Note Pages............................................................................................................................................................ 3-3 

The Hon. Michael P. Cantara 
The Hon. Charles Dow 
The Hon.Daniel F. Driscoll 
The Hon. Jessie B. Gunther 
The Hon. Bernard G. O’Mara 
 
4. Judicial Settlement Conferences.................................................................................................................................. 4-1 
 Background ................................................................................................................................................................... 4-3 
  The Roots – Briefly ................................................................................................................................................. 4-3 
  The Maine Experiment ............................................................................................................................................ 4-4 
 Better Practices in Maine................................................................................................................................................ 4-7 
  From the Beginning................................................................................................................................................. 4-9 
  The Proposed Divorce Judgment............................................................................................................................. 4-9 
  The Conference ....................................................................................................................................................... 4-9 
  The Moment of Agreement – or “Sort Of”............................................................................................................ 4-12 
  The After Glow ..................................................................................................................................................... 4-13 
 Conclusion.................................................................................................................................................................... 4-13 
 Blank Note Pages.......................................................................................................................................................... 4-17 

Dana E. Prescott Esq. 
 
 Two Versions of a Record/Report Resulting from a Settlement Conference ........................................................ 4-19 
 A “Best Practices” sheet for a Judge to Consult in Conducting a Settlement Conference ........................................... 4-21 
 Settlement Conference Ground Rules........................................................................................................................... 4-22 
 Tips for Conducting a Successful Settlement Conferences .......................................................................................... 4-23 
 Form Order for Initiating a Settlement Conference...................................................................................................... 4-26 
 Top Ten Ways to Prevent Settlement ........................................................................................................................... 4-28 
 Blank Note Pages.......................................................................................................................................................... 4-31 

The Hon. Robert E. Mullen 

Additional Faculty 
Alan F. Harding Esq. 
The Hon. Rick E. Lawrence 
The Hon. Robert E. Murray 
Kristin A. Gustafson Esq.  
Sarah Clough Mitchell Esq.              
 



Table of Contents 
2010 District Court Bench Bar Conference 

 MSBA Page # 
 

  
Page 2 of 1 

5. Criminal and Juvenile Cases ....................................................................................................................................... 5-1 
 Blank Note Pages............................................................................................................................................................ 5-3 

The Hon.  MaryGay Kennedy 
The Hon. Jeff H. Moskowitz 
 
6. Foreclosures, Contempt Motions, Small Claims, Civil Trials, Disclosures, F.E.D.s ............................................... 6-1 
 Outline ............................................................................................................................................................................ 6-2 
 Blank Note Pages............................................................................................................................................................ 6-3 

The Hon. Jessie B. Gunther 

Additional Faculty 
The Hon. Peter J. Goranites 
The Hon. Andre G. Janelle 

 
7. Family Matters, Protections from Abuse and Harassment, and Contempt Motions ............................................. 7-1 
 Blank Note Pages............................................................................................................................................................ 7-3 

The Hon. Valerie Stanfill 
The Hon. E. Paul Eggert 
Magistrate Bruce Alan Jordan 
Magistrate Susan E. Oram 

 
 


